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Locations of White Shark Captures in Southern California by Age Class

YOY

Figure 14.2  S atial distri ution of re orted O  a , uvenile , and adult c  White Shar  Ca tures occurring in 
Southern California, 1 -2  The num ers re resent sam le si es for shing loc s 1  min   1  min  
with greater than 10 sharks.
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of juveniles and adults were less frequent, with the majority of reports occurring during the 1980s 
and 1990s (Figure 14.1). Examination of reports by capture location indicated that YOY were 
reported along the entire coast of Southern California from Ventura to San Diego, with occasional 
captures in offshore waters (Figure 14.2a). YOY were most frequently captured along coastal fish-
ing blocks near the ports of Ventura, Los Angeles/Long Beach, Danas Point/San Onofre, and San 
Diego. Reported captures of juvenile White Sharks were less frequent but showed a similar pat-
tern in distribution and concentration (Figure 14.2b). Adult White Shark captures were even less 
commonly reported, and although the overall distribution was similar, captures were highest in 
the Santa Barbara and San Pedro channels (Figure 14.2c). Reports of White Shark captures were 
highest during the spring and summer months, occurring in the northern and central coastal fish-
ing blocks of the SCB in the spring and extending further south in the summer (Figure 14.3a and 
b). During fall months, the distribution of reported captures of White Sharks was relatively less 
frequent than during spring and summer, with fewer sharks appearing off the central coastal areas 
of the SCB and more appearing just offshore (Figure 14.3c). Reported captures of White Sharks 
were least common during winter months, and those captures were evenly distributed along the 
coast and at the islands (Figure 14.3d).

Fishery Interactions

Commercial entangling nets accounted for 81% of all reported White Shark captures in the 
SCB, followed by recreational hook-and-line fishing (8%; Figure 14.4). YOY were primarily caught 
in entangling nets, and juvenile captures were dominant among hook-and-line captures. White 
Shark captures by entangling nets primarily occurred in coastal fishing blocks, with the highest 
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Figure 14.2  Spatial distribution of reported YOY (a), juvenile (b), and adult (c) White Shark captures occur-
ring in Southern California, 1935–2009. The numbers represent sample sizes for fishing blocks 
(10 min. × 10 min.) with greater than 10 sharks.
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Locations of White Shark Captures in Southern California by Age Class (continued)

Juveniles

Figure 14.2  S atial distri ution of re orted O  a , uvenile , and adult c  White Shar  Ca tures occurring in 
Southern California, 1 -2  The num ers re resent sam le si es for shing loc s 1  min   1  min  
with greater than 10 sharks. 
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Figure 14.2  (Continued)
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Locations of White Shark Captures in Southern California by Age Class (continued)

Adults

Figure 14.2  S atial distri ution of re orted O  a , uvenile , and adult c  White Shar  Ca tures occurring in 
Southern California, 1 -2  The num ers re resent sam le si es for shing loc s 1  min   1  min  
with greater than 10 sharks. 
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Figure 14.2  (Continued)


